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DIVINE TRUTH ATTESTED BY MIRACLES.* 


“We know that thou art a Teacher come from God, for no man can do these 
miracles which thou dost, except God be with him.”—Joun iii, 3. 


Tuat the Bible was written at the time and by the men it claims 
to have been, is one of the most certain of all things. The gen- 
uineness of no other book on earth, ancient or modern, has any- 
thing like the amount or perfection of proof which demonstrates 
the genuineness of this book. 

This conclusion involves its truth; i. e., its historical truth ; 
and this again, its moral truth, by clear and logical consequence. 
For the great facts which it records not only came under the 
personal knowledge of its writers, but they were recorded and 
published at the time, and among the people, when and where they 
took place, and were not denied. On the day of Pentecost for 
example, and in Jerusalem itself, the great scene of these facts, 
Peter said, “ Ye men of Israel, hear these words—Jesus of Nazareth, 
& man approved of God among you, by miracles, wonders and 
signs, which God did by Him in the midst of you—as ye yourselves 
also know !” They were bold words, but true. They fell on that 
mocking crowd like a thunder-bolt. They did know these great 
facts. Not aman among them had the hardihood to confront 
Peter with a denial. And knowing the facts, the conviction that 
flashed through their inmost being was irresistible. The religion 
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which such facts attested must be divine. No wonder then, that 
before the sun-set of that day, thousands took upon them the name 
and faith of Christ. 

But Peter was addressing the common people—the masses, 
And they, unbelief suggests, are not accustomed to discrimi- 
nate—they are liable to be imposed on. In a question of this kind 
it is needful to get at the convictions of those who move in a high- 
er sphere, of cultivated intellect, who can analyze testimony, and 
accurately estimate its worth. ' 

Very well; let us follow this suggestion. From Jerusalem let 
us go to Cesarea. There Paul is arraigned before the great and 
noble. Festus and Agrippa are there in imposing array. The 
elite of the court; the Ecclesiastics and Civilians of the land; 
wealth, rank, learning, beauty—all are there. They have come 
from curiosity, or to be amused by the fearless and famous disci- 
ple of the Nazarene. Look in upon that assembly. In conscious 
Innocence Paul rises—conscious, too, of the power within him 
that had already made Felix tremble. He stretches forth his hand 
despite the chain that binds and galls it—and begins. His 
exordium is skilful and courtly. He adverts then to his for- 

mer life —his memorable conversion, —the nature of the accu- 
- sations made against him and their groundlessness — adroitly 
interweaving with the whole tissue of his unsurpassed dis- 
course the great facts of christianity ; and then in open court, in 
the presence of all those witnesses, he appeals to his royal Judge, 
as having a personal knowledge of their verity. “ For the King,” 
said he, “ the King knoweth of these things, before whom I speak 
freely : for I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden 
from him, for this thing was not done ina corner!” It was a 
daring, but sublime appeal. It must have electrified that august 
assembly. It must have thrilled Agrippa’s own soul to its centre. 
And did he deny his knowledge of these facts? Never! Or did 
any one in that throng of cultivated men and women deny them ? 
Never! They knew what Paul affirmed, that the great facts of 
christianity, whose record makes up the warp and woof of this 
God-given Book, “were not done in a corner,” that they were 
done in the clear daylight, and on that broad theatre where nations 
act, and the world looks on. No wonder then that the convic- 
tions of Agrippa, overcame for the moment, at least, his prejudice 
and pride, and that he cried out far more in seriousness than jest, 
“ Almost thou persuadest me to bea Christian!” No wonder that 
thousands and tens of thousands, just where and when these facts 
took place, seeing they could not deny their reality, yielded to 
their power, and made them the ground of their faith, and hope 
for eternity. 

But, without pressing the inference thus generally resulting 
from the genuineness of the Scriptures, let us fix our attention on 
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that evidence for the Christian truth, which comes from a single 
class of facts—to wit, its Miracles. 

Of course, if God has madea revelation to men, it must bear his 
name and seal. It must be attested to be from Him by some- 
thing beyond the reach of any impostor and deceiver. If the 
men who wrote this Book were in fact the amanuenses or agents 
of God in wriging it, He would put into their hands unmistaka- 
ble proofs of their divine commission. He would enable them to 
exhibit credentials—such as neither men nor devils could counter- 
feit; and, havingthese credentials, the communications they 
should make in the name of God, would have precisely the same 
reliability on the one hand, and binding force on the other, as 
though they were made by God in his own person. Now, they 
claim to have had these credentials, and they did have them. 
ne others, they possessed and exercised the power of mira- 
cles. 

1. Look for a moment at the great Founder of Christianity. The 
circumstances of his birth were extraordinary—the perfection of 
his character and the beneficence of his life, unexampled. But 
independently of these, he made the specific claim of one sent from 
God—-even of the long looked-for Messiah ; and to authenticate 
this claim, he performed works beyond the reach of all creature 
power. These works were God’s visible signature to his divine 
character and mission. He healed the sick, gave hearing to the 
deaf, speech to the dumb, sight to the blind, not by natural means 
or in accordance with: natural laws, but by a word or touch. At 
the*sound of his” voice, wild winds were hushed—the heaving sea 
sunk to rest—legions of devils fled—and death itself gave back 
its prey. Such works—surpassing the power of creatures—he 
performed almost daily, and he appealed to them as the conelu- 
sive vouchers of his Messiahship. When his enemies demanded— 
“What sign showest thou that we may see and believe thee?” 
He answered—* The works that I do, they bear witness of me.” 
When John the Baptist, in a moment perhaps of despondency, or 
rather to confirm their faith in Jesus, sent two of his disciples to 
inquire—‘ Art thou,He that should come—or look we for ano- 
ther?” he pointed them to those acts of his power and mere 
which Isaiah"long before had specified as the very acts Messia. 
should perform, and so make himself known to Israel. “ Go, 
and tell Jolin, he said, the blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, and the dead are 
raised up.” And these appeals were resistless. They silenced 
cavil. ‘They extorted confession. . Nicodemus expressed the con- 
viction of multitudes, when he said, “ We know that thou arta 
Teacher come from God.” And how did they know it? Be 
cause, is their answer, “ No man can do these miracles which thou 
dost except God be with him.” It was the clear and inevitable 
verdict of their common,sense. 
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2. In like manner the Hebrew Prophets and the Apostles of 
Christ, as the human media and agents of the divine Word, bore 
the same credentials. It was necessary they should. In so vast 
a matter it was imperative that nothing should be taken on trust. 
When once we have God’s word, we may indeed believe. Never 
can we do it too implicitly. But, on the question of fact, whe- 
ther this or that volume is the word of God, we must have proof. 
That is a question of reason not of faith. If God spoke in the 
Prophets and Apostles, it was necessary that he should work by 
them, that thus, the visible act might attest the presence of the in- 
visible and divine agent. Accordingly, as they went forth among 
men, in the name of God, He bare “ them witness, both with signs 
and wonders, and divers miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghost.” 

3. But, some one asks, What isa miracle ? The question is perti- 
nent. Indeed its answer is necessary to disclose the true nature 
and value of our present argument, or rather, fragment of an argu- 
ment, for the Christian truth. 

In the merely verbal sense, a miracle is any wonderful work— 
any work which, because of its seeming or real difficulty with 
reference to human skill or power, is adapted to excite surprise or 
awe. In this sense, the feats of the conjuror, or ventriloquist, or 
juggler of any sort, are miracles—. e., they excite the wonder of 
men, especially of those who are ignorant of the secret arts, by 
which they are done. So too, those great processes in nature, 
which, while they surpass human power, are yet the result of na- 
tural laws and forces—such as the ebb and flow of the tides—the 
revolution of the planets—the succession of the seasons—all these 
are miracles—that is, they are wonderful. No thoughtful eye can 
contemplate them without admiration and astonishment. But, 
then, none of these things are miracles in that specific sense in 
which the Scriptures use this term, and in which we use it in the 
argument for the Scriptures as the word of God. 

4. What then is a miracle in this sense? I answer—a work, or 
an effect—not only wonderful or even superhuman, but supernatu- 
ral; not only impossible to man, but impossible to nature ; a work 
which can be wrought only by God—and this by means either 
supra-natural or contra-natural—above nature or against nature. 

For an illustration, go back to that day when “ Joshua ascended 
from Gilgal—he and all the people of war with him—and all the 
mighty men of valor,” to encounter the five-kings of the Canaan- 
ites. On the morning of that day an immense globe, as if of fire, 
was seen emerging from below the eastern horizon, casting a ver 
flood of beauty and brightness upon hill-top and valley, and roll- - 
ing up the concave of the heavens, in grandeur and glory unspeak- 
able. Had this phenomenon occurred then for the first time, no 
language could express the wonder and awe upon men’s minds. 
That, however, was not a miracle. It was indeed superhuman— 
but it was not supernatural. It was only the sun pursuing his 
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daily course of beneficence and majesty, in accordance with, nay, 
as a result of those forces and laws which God at the beginning 
established for this very purpose. It was just a natural process 
and event—though, indeed, very wonderful. But look now. 
While that glorious orb rushes through the heavens with a velo- 
city difficult to conceive and fearful to think upon—-while, having 
passed the zenith and impelied by all the power of nature, it 
makes haste to its hiding place in the west—the Leader of the 
Lord’s people, cries out in the sight of all Israel Oh Sun, stand 
thou still upon Gibeon !” The sun stood still! For about a day 
it stood stillin mid heaven! That wasa miracle. Mandid not 
work it. Such an achievement would baffle all men. Nature did 
not work it. It was beyond and against nature. God worked it. 
The fixed laws and mighty forces of nature were turned back and 
held in check by Him who made them ; and that He did this “ at 
the voice of a man,” was a demonstration that there and then, 
that man was the representative of God. 

5. Take another illustration. Enter your garden or meadow. 
Take the bulb of a tulip—the root of a rose-bush, or an acorn 
from the ancient forests. Place them in the mellow ground. Let 
them have the influence of the air, light, heat and moisture. Pre- 
sently there are signs of life-—there is a visible process of growth 
—formation, expansion. In due time the unsightly bulb puts on 
a form and dress that no touches of the pencil can rival : the dry 
root sends out its stems, branches, leaves ; and, amidst the airs of 
summer, gracefully waves with its load of beauty and fragrance, 
the acorn re-appears in the strength and stateliness of the oak. 
The whole process, as well as result, is most interesting and won- 
derful. It is superhuman too. No man could effect it, any more 
than by his own power, he could create. But there is no miracle 
init. Ifthere is the superhuman, there is not the supernatural. 
If man is not competent to such results, nature is. The tulip, the 
rose-bush, and the oak are just the product of fixed natural laws 
and powers, made and established at the creative period, and ever 
operating in order to these very ends. 

But suppose now, while you stand admiring these beautiful or 
grand creations of God, in and through nature, there should come 
to you a man claiming to be sent from God, and authorized to make 
known his will. You at once demand his credentials. You say 
to him, “ I must see God’s unquestionable signature attesting your 
mission, or I cannot yield you my faith.” “ Certainly,” he replies, 
your demand is reasonable and I will answer it. I will speak, and 
at the word, there shall spring from the earth duplicates of these 
wonderful things you are now admiring as the result of nature’s 
processes and laws.” He does speak. The miraculous effect at 
once follows! The tulip, in all its gorgeousness—the rose-bush, 
in all its perfection—the oak, in all its majesty--are visible and 
palpable before you. The conviction is instant and resistless. 





222 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 





You cannot repress it, if you would. It vibrates through your 
being. “ Man has not done this! Nature has not done this! 
No, no, God has done it! It isa miracle! It authenticates the 
claim of his servant. It brings me under the power of a divine 
obligation to hear his voice and obey his commands !” 

6. Take one illustration more—such an one as comes within the 
actualities of the Gospel history. Go to some death-scene. 
Alas! it will not be difficult to find. The ghastly king invades 
alike the lowliest cabin and the proudest paface, the city and the 
wilderness, the land and the ocean, and never wearies in his work. 
Go to that darkened room where the daughter of Jairus has just 
fallen asleep ; or to the gate of that retired city, whence they are 
bearing for burial the widow’s son ; or, as meeting fully all the 
demands of the case—go to that grave, in which four days since 
Mary and Martha laid their beloved Lazarus. Take away the 
stone from the door. Within is the muffled and already putre- 
fying corpse! Invoke now the power of man to quicken this dead 
body. If the power of one man will not avail, combine the power 
of all men and bring it to bear. How utterly vain! Man can- 
not give life to the dead. Invoke then the mightier power of na- 
ture. Those energies that sometimes shake the earth, or heave 
the ocean, or roll the stars along ; surely they can vitalize this 
mortal frame. Ah, my brethren, nature has stupendous powers ; 
we see them in the earthquake and the storm; we see them in 
the minute and the grand movements and changes of the universe 
from tiny atoms to huge planets—nature has stupendous powers, 
but they have no adaptation to a work like this. While life lasts 
there are laws and forces of nature which operate steadily to pre- 
serve it; but, when at length these are overcome—when death is 
actually present, the whole drift and might of nature are re- 
versed. The direct and resistless tendency and pressure of every 
natural law are to corruption and decay. The sad process begins 
at once, and decomposition, putrefaction, dust, are the inevitable 
result. Unless we can apply some power above man and above 
nature, Mary and Martha must still weep—Lazarus must remain 
dead. In order to his revivification there needs, not only the su- 

erhuman, but the supernatural ; not only the power of creatures 
ut the power of Gad. There must be a miracle! 

As then you still stand by this open grave, invoke the power of 
Jesus Christ. Ue is there as one sent from the Father. He has 
already pronounced those sublime words—* I ain the resurrection 
and the life /”. He prepares now to demonstrate their truth. While 
the tear of sympathy yet moistens his eye, which shows him to be 
man, He calmly speaks, as if conscious that he is also God, 
“ Lazarus come forth!” Why does that concourse of strong men 
start back with sudden terror? Why do those confiding sisters 
flee from the door of the sepulchre to the side of Jesus? Why! 
The dead has heard his voice! that ghastly form stands up with 
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a renewed life—the process of decay is arrested and turned back 
—the decomposing flesh is made sound and fair again—sight has 
come to the glassy eye—speech to the rigid tongue—sensation, 
thought, emotion again fill the soul of Lazarus, and he comes 
forth! Itisa miracle! Not man, not nature, but God has done 
it! Hehas done it without man. He has done it in contraven- 
tion of nature. No power but that of God, supernaturally ex- 
erted, could do it. God, therefore, was with Jesus Christ. Jesus 
Christ, therefore, came from God. This Holy Book, therefore, 
which is the testimony of Jesus Christ, is divine. 

But let us not anticipate. These illustrations serve to show 
that a miracle, in the specific sense of the word, is an effect of 
divine power, put forth, not in consonance with natural laws, but 
always independently of them, sometimes reversing them. It 
is not enough that a work be wonderful in its character to make 
it a miracle, for it may be that without requiring more than 
human ingenuity and dexterity to perform it. Nor is it enough 
that it transcend the resources of men. It may do that, and yet 
be only a result of the fixed laws by which God governs the uni- 
verse. It must be more than wonderful—it must be more than 
superhuman—it must be supernatural, or it cannot be a miracle. 
That is the work of God, in distinction from any effect which man 
or nature can produce, and exceptional even to God’s own works 
in his ordinary operations. A miracle, therefore, is the clear tes- 
timony of God in reference to that for which it is wrought. 
From the perfect holiness of his character, it results that He can- 
not bear testimony except to truth. When, therefore, a miracle 
is in fact wrought, to attest a person or doctrine as coming from 
God, the point is settled. There is no more room for question or 
doubt. We have his own testimony, and from it there can be no 
appeal. 

hus far our way is clear. If miracles have been wrought to 
authenticate the Scriptures as a divine revelation, then the Scrip- 
tures are a divine revelation. The infidel, therefore, calls in ques- 
tion the fact. He can meet our argument only by destroying its 
remises. If the premises stand, the conclusion is invincible. 

e therefore attempts to discredit the miracles of Scripture. He 
—- to doubt their reality. He asserts them unprovable. 

e would class them with the prodigies of superstition, or the 
feats of the juggler or magician. He has tried all possible means, 
fair and foul, to place the miracles of Moses and of Christ in the 
category, either of nonentities or of tricks. We may thank him 
for his attempts, while we deplore the spirit which has impelled 
them. Every assault has shown more clearly the invincibility of 
our bulwarks. Divine truth, like Christian character, shines the 
brighter for trial. The furnace refines—it does not consume. 
Conflict issues in greater strength, and heralds the final victory. 
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The word of God to-day is as a citadel built on the everlasting 
rock. 

Time will permit us now to glance at only one of the attempts 
of scepticism to subvert the fact of miracles. Let it be the grand 
assault of Mr. Hume. Retiring from the domain of written and 
authentic history, he seeks the murky sphere of metaphysics. 
Ignoring the testimony of ages, his own brain devises a sophism, 
armed with which he comes before the world, and affirms, “ Mira- 
cles cannot be proved.” 

That is easily said, and, if it be true, sweeps from us one of our 
many proofs that the Bible is from God. But is it true? Other 
facts of history can be proved, and why not these? Surely there 
is no want of testimony, the only kind of proof which the nature 
of the case admits. Explicit, abundant, conclusive, this stretches 
from generation to generation in an unbroken chain. 

“ Ah!” but replies Mr. Hume, “testimony cannot prove miracles !” 
That, too, is sy said ; and if true, is damaging to the Christian 
cause. But why cannot testimony prove miracles? It proves 
all other facts. There is no other possible way by which facts 
can be proved, except those which are immediately within our 

rsonal cognizance. Hence all past history is a testimony. 

ence, too, all the doings and findings of jurisprudence, from the 
beginning of the world, proceed on testimony. It must be so. 
Mathematics, for example, cannot prove historical or moral facts. 
Reasoning cannot prove them. In regard to such facts, if there 
be no personal knowledge or reliable testimony, there can be no 

roof. The world over, and time through, testimony has been 

eld as valid proof in reference to every other class and kind of 
facts. Why should it not be held valid in the case of miracles ? 

“ Because,” answers Mr. Hume, “our experience of the con- 
stancy of Nature is greater, and more to be relied on, than hu- 
man veracity.” In other words, men sometimes lie, but Nature is 
unchangeable. Miracles, therefore, which imply changes in nature, 
cannot be true, though men testify to their occurrence. 

Let us look at this. “Our experience is,” says Mr. Hume, 
“that WVature never changes.” Whose experience? He plainly 
means the experience of men generally—of the present and past 
generations of mankind, otherwise his argument were simply ridi- 
culous. But pray tell me what does Mr. Hume know of their 
experience except by testimony. “ Our experience” is really just 
that of cach individual. In the case of Mr. Hume, “our experi- 
ence” was simply his own experience, where and when he lived 
—nothing less and nothing more. Whatever he knew of the ex- 
perience of other men, living or dead, he knew only and wholly 
by means of that very testimony whose value as evidence he so 
desperately tried to impeach. His logic, therefore, has no bottom. 
It falls in on itself. It is forceless, as it is baseless. The experi- 
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ence of the Siamese king was that nature never changes, and 
therefore no testimony could prove to him that water sometimes 
becomes solid. Mr. Hume’s experience was that nature never 
changes, and therefore no testimony could prove to him that God 
has sometimes used nature to certify revelation. Admirable logic 
—and profound as admirable! The heathen king and the Scotch 
philosopher alike making their limited individual experience the 
ground and test of universal truth. 

The simple fact is, Mr. Hume’s sophism is not only false in its 
issue, but false in its data. The experience of men is, as we learn 
it from their testimony, and we can learn it noway else, that 
nature is not absolutely unchangeable ; that, while regularity and 
uniformity are the great characteristics of the laws and forces by 
which God governs all material things, he has sometimes, for 
great moral reasons, hastened, or suspended, or reversed them ; 
that in the majestic march of his great purposes concerning man, 
He has, at every now and then, made nature the minister of judg- 
ment or of grace, subordinating the physical to the moral and 
spiritual, and especially encompassing and attesting the records 
of his wisdom by the wonders of his power. And so the planets 
have heard his voice, and stood still in their orbits. The sea has 
heard his voice, and gathered its waves on either side, firm as 
brazen walls, that his people might go through. The mountains 
have quaked at his presence and flowed down, burning but not 
consumed. Ravens have ministered to the exiled prophet. The 
cruse of oil has been unwasting. Fire has refused to scorch, and 
lions to destroy. Thousands have been fed in the wilderness, and 
the fragments that remained were more than the loaves at the 
beginning. Devils have been cast out from tormented men. In- 
curable diseases have given place to health. Nay, death itself 
has awakened into life! And all this to attest the character and 
mission of Apostles and Prophets—all this to verify and magnify 
the Word of God! 

Shall it be in vain with respect to you and me? Despite the 
manifold and great acts of God in thus certifying the Bible to be 
from Himself, shall we, on some frivolous pretence, or thousand 
times refuted cavil, put ourselves, with theoretical or practical 
unbelievers? Ah! my brethren, the crime in this case could be 
equalled only by the loss. The intelligence and virtue of the 
universe are with the Bible. The influences that conserve, refine, 
ennoble, are with the Bible. The light that reveals sin and God, 
the way to heaven, and the grace and power that lead there, are 
with the Bible. The cross and the atoning blood, the white robes 
and palms of victory, the crowns and thrones that gleam with un- 
dimming brilliance, the songs that warble from immortal tongues, 
are with the Bible. Redeemed sinners, glorified saints, seraphs 
and cherubim, the Lamb that was slain, God on his eternal throne, 
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are with the Bible. And what, O man, is there without it? Igno- 
rance, folly, sin, wo, forever ! 

Come, then, thou little child ; come, then, thou ardent youth ; 
come, then, thou aged man, to this blessed light of life and immor- 
tality—this glorious and imperishable word of God! Cleave to 
its truth, live in its holiness, rejoice in its hopes, until the shades 
of time vanish before the eternal day ! 

My beloved brethren in the ministry, 

To us has been committed this Divine Word. It is our special 
office to preserve it, defend it, expound it, enforce it. Can there 
be a holier vocation? Can fhere be a vaster responsibility ? 
And you see with what calm, immovable confidence we may ply 
our work. We are not deceiving immortal men. We are not 
amusing them with trifles. Weare not setting before them the 
vagaries and dreams of human reason. We are not exciting 
within them hopes that will perish. No, no ; this wondrous Word 
is truth ; truth given in God’s name ; certified by God’s power ; 
glowing with God’s wisdom ; attractive with God’s love, and that 
will lead to God’s glory! Away, then, with all the pretentious 
but miserable substitutes of men’s folly, and Satan’s cunning ; and, 
in the prosecution of our sacred work, let us abide steadfast on 
God’s everlasting Word. 
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CHRISTIAN UNION. 


“* Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in uvity."— 
Ps. cxxxiii. 1. 


‘Let brotherly love continue.”—Hen. xiii. 1. 


CuRIsTIAN union is my theme on thisuccasion. Christian union 
—not simply the union which should prevail among the members 
of any particular denomination of Christians, but the love and 
unity which ought to exist among all the real people of God. The 
subject thus brought before you by David the Psalmist, and Paul 
the Apostle, in the words of our text, and so beautifully expressed 
by the Lord Jesus Christ in his “New Commandment,” is a sub- 
ject of peculiar importance, especially at the present day. 

If we go and take a stand upon some watch tower of our beloved 
Zion, and glance abroad over Christendom at this interesting pe- 
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riod of the world’s history, we perceive discord—discord among 
the professed followers of the “ Prince of Peace.” Thus has the 
dearest brotherhood been sundered ; and the Saviour “ wounded 
in the house of his friends.” Roman Catholics exult on account 
of divisions among Protestants, while boasting of their own sup- 
posed union ; infidels “ point the finger of scorn” at the “ party 
spirit ” discernible in the bosom of the church; while in conse- 
quence thereof a serious impediment is thrown in the way of the 
conversion of the heathen world ; all tauntingly exclaiming, “ First 
settle your own differences, and then invite us to embrace truths 
in which you are agreed.” 

It becomes, therefore, a practical inquiry of the greatest mo- 
ment and the most intense interest, whether a healing balm can- 
not be discovered to cure the wounds which deface the mystical 
body of Jesus Christ ; and whether union of heart and fraternal 
fellowship among all Christians be not practicable. In a late 
public address at Geneva, D’Aubigne, the distinguished theologian 
and historian, gave utterance to the following truly Catholic sen- 
timents : “1 have one wish to express here to-day. It is, that if 
it be possible, and as much as lieth in us, there may be no more 
controversy with brethren. Let Christian union be realized ; 
and let us all stretch forth our hands one to another. Are we not 
called to this duty by the surprising events of our days? What 
will become of the church in the midst of national convulsions, if 
its members are not cordially united according to the will of its 
divine Head? Have we not one Spirit and one Father? Are 
we not one body in Christ Jesus ?” 

In treating upon the subject now before us, I shall speak first, 
of the nature of Christian Union ; and secondly, of its desirableness. 


I. Irs nature. ‘True Christian Union consists in a union of 
sentiment, respecting the fundamentals of religion ; a union of 
feeling, or affection ; and a union in outward effort. 

1. Unity in Sentiment. It is not to be expected that there will 
be an entire coincidence of views, or a perfect agreement of opin- 
ions in respect to all the dogmas and rites of Christianity. Some 
may have more articles in their creed than others ; their notions 
of ecclesiastical polity, and church discipline, may differ ; their 
ideas in regard to the érdinances of the Gospel, as to their exact 
signification and best mode of administration, may not be pre- 
cisely alike ; their sentiments on numerous unessential points may 
vary ; nevertheless, in order for Christian union, they must em- 
brace the fundamental truths of Revelation. 

Let Christians only adhere closely to God’s Word, acknow- 
ledging that as an infallible standard of theory, and of practice ; 
it would operate as a magnet drawing genuine believers together 
into a recognized brotherhood by its attractive influences! And 
do not all evangelical sects hold alike to the cardinal doctrines of 











228 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 

the Bible? For instance: That God exists, and is possessed of 
every conceivable perfection ; that the Scriptures were divinely 
inspired : that man apostatized from his primitive sinlessness into 
a state of depravity and ruin ; that the Son of God incarnate vi- 
sited our earth eighteen centuries ago to provide an atonement for 
fallen man, “ by whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace ;” 
that the work of regeneration is effected by the Holy Ghost ; that 
men must repent of sin and believe in Christ to obtain pardon, with 
eternal life; that all penitent believers are justified freely through 
grace, and adopted into the household of that Being “ of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named.” 

These are the sublime facts and everlasting verities which have 
the “ suffrage of consenting Christendom,” in the centre of which 
stands the cross of Calvary, and around which all Biblical truths 
do cluster and revolve. There may be different ways of stating 
them, and favorite methods of systematizing and arranging, in our 
various theological seminaries, among ministers of the Gospel, and 
even on the part of the private membership of the church of God ; 
still they are substantially the truths which the pious of every 
name most heartily embrace. And the points wherein they agree 
are infinitely more important than those wherein they differ. The 
true church militant below, whether visible or invisible, is com- 
posed of all who have been brought to “ repentance towards God 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ ; while saving grace in the 
heart, and a life of obedience, will endure an introduction into 
the church triumphant above. Now, that which is the common 
basis of salvation on the strength of which we hope ere long to 
reach the heavenly mansions, ought to be the common basis of union 
while travelling thitherward. 

2. Union of Feeling. Are there not certain feelings which 
Christians share incommon? As, for example, supreme love to 
God, love of benevolence to mankind universally, and love of 
complacence to all holy beings, zeal for the honor of religion, and 
a desire to do the will of their Redeemer. These are feelings and 
affections of the renewed heart which all the faithful possess to a 
greater or less extent. Though a dissimilarity of views in non- 
essentials may prevent an entire external union, yet these need not 
prevent a union in affection and mutual estéem. “The only unity 
that will ever be attained before the Resurrection of the just,” 
says a modern writer, “ will be the unity of thinking differently in 
love.” ‘THINKING DIFFERENTLY IN LOVE. And doubtless this is, 
true so far as the minor points of doctrine are concerned. 

There is no reason, however, why all Christians may not greet 
one another with a “ kiss of charity,” and extend to each other 
not merely the “right hand,” but the right heart of fellowship. 
There is no reason in the world why they may not grasp each 
other in a brotherly embrace, having for their motto, “ In essen- 
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tials, unity ; and non-essentials liberty ; in all things charity.” 
. As the old proverb hath it, “ Hearts may agree, though heads may 

differ.” Or, as Jeremy Taylor expressed it, “We ought to love 
alike, though we do not understand alike.” Mutual concessions 
are necessary in such a world as this of ours. And wherever 
Christian unity prevails there will be a kind, conciliatory, conde- 
scending spirit ; and he who is unwilling to pay such a needful tri- 
bute to human nature, constituted as it is with a wondrous diver- 
sity in taste, capacity, education, temperament and prejudice, had 
better retire from society, declare himself a misanthrope, and 
spend his days in the hermit’s solitude. 

The peculiar and prominent features of our holy religion belong 
to all real believers, irrespective of denominational distinctions. 
Hence instead of saying “I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I 
of Cephas, and I of John the Baptist, and I of Calvin, and I of 
Luther, andI of Wesley,” it were better to glory more in the cross, 
and to unite in saying, “ We are of Curist.” The closer we 
cling to him, the closer shall we cleave to all who are his ; while 
the more we love God, the more we shall love every child of God. 
“Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us, to 
the glory of God.” We should plant ourselves.on a platform 
long enough and broad enough to hold all the sowelinel follow- 
ers of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


‘Not by a party’s narrow banks confined, 
Nor by the sameness of opinion joined ; 
But cemented by the Redeemer’s blood, 
And bound together in the heart of God.” 


The age has gone by when the free soul of man will submit to 
be trammeled and fettered, or stretched upon the iron bedstead of 
Procrustes. Buta flame of sacred love, when enkindled in the 
breasts of Christians, will melt down those sectarian barriers 
which separate their souls, until the mouths of gainsayers are 
stopped, and all are charmed by beholding their mutual sympathy 
and good will. Under the influence of such a peace-breathing 
spirit, the principles of union would spread more and more till all 
differences are hushed in that immortal anthem of praise which 
shall ascend before the great white throne of purity and of love 
forever. 

3. Union of Effort. It is by the “ good works” of Christians 
that we are to determine whether their sentiments are correct, 
and their hearts right ; for “the tree is known by its fruits.” 
Not that we expect separate ecclesiastical organizations will be 
disbanded, and all God’s people merged into one and the same 
church, this cannot be reasonably anticipated till the millennial 
morning ; perhaps not even then, for creeds, both written and un- 
written, will be necessary down to the end of time; but that 
Christians, in every feasible way, combine their strength for the 
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destruction of sin, and the promotion of holiness. Feeling that 
they are but different companies in the same great army, under. 
the same commander, they may praiseworthily unite their efforts, 
with no other contention than that of “ provoking one another to 
love and good works,” rejoicing in the advancement.and prosper- 
ity of any branch of the “ Church of the First Born” that is 
“built on the prophets and apostles, Jesus Christ being the chief 
corner-stone.” 

With great propriety and perfect harmony may Christians co- 
operate in the various societies for the promotion of benevolent 
operations, as, the distribution of the Word of Life, the temper- 
ance reformation, the extension of freedom, the peace enterprise, 
educational societies, circulation of tracts, the colporteur sys- 
tem, home and foreign missions, and Sabbath schools instruction. 
The American Bible Society, the American Tract Society, and the 
American Sunday School Union, are beautiful illustrations of the 
fraternizing influences of religious truth. These are lovely “ sis- 
ters of charity,” and harbingers of a better day, the “ good time 
coming,” that “golden age” of the church to which numerous 
ancient prophecies refer, and many of the modern “ signs of the 
times” do point us. In these, and kindred associations, all the 
people of God can mingle in sweet accord. Such union of labor, 
and communion of spirit, will help to mellow the soul, soften as- 
perities, and create harmonious feclings,——a consummation “de- 
voutly to be wished.” 

Blessed be God, that there are some spots on carth where men 
and women representing the different Evangelical persuasions can 
meet and feel at home with eachother. If they would oftener thus 
meet, and know each other better ; if they would oftener come 
together, and look each other right in the face, and know each 
other better ; if they would oftener resort to the same praying 
circle, and conference room; and let their fervent prayers and 
tearful sympathies blend together, groundless prejudices would 
be quickly removed, and Christian union greatly promoted. My 
brethren, “let us not love in word only, but in deed and in 
truth!” 


II. Under the second general head we are to consider the DE- 
SIRABLENESS or IMPORTANCE of Christian Union. Reasons in fa- 
vor of union among all Christians appear from the teachings of 
Scripture ; the example of apostles and primitive saints ; the evil 
consequences produced by disunion ; from the fact,that Christians 
are engaged in the same cause ; that union is strength’; that it is 
promotive of human happiness ;,and that only by the exercise of 
that love which is the foundation of all union can one resemble 
God, or become imbued with the spirit of heaven. 

1. The Teachings of Scripture. That we ‘are commanded, in 
terms the most explicit, to cherish a warm attachment for all the 
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members of Christ’s body, and that no branch of religious duty is 
inculcated more frequently, must appear evident to every student 
of the Bible. It is as much the duty of Christians to avoid rend- 
ing the seamless garment of our Saviour, as to avoid any sin what- 
soever. It is as much their duty to seek .to effect and maintain 
union, as to obey any commandment of the Most High. It is as 
much the duty of preachers to exhort to the exercise of brotherly 
love, as to penitence for sin, faith in Christ’s atoning blood, or 
submission to the sovereign will of God. 

Christian union is not. only desirable but obligatory. Running 
through the whole of the New Testament are to be found the 
plainest directions for the cultivation of this precious principle. 
Paul, in his letters to the churches, dwells much upon it. Hear 
his language: “If there be, therefore, any consolation in Christ, 
if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the spirit, if any bow- 
els and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, of one ac- 
cord, of one mind.”’ Again he says, “ Be kindly affectioned one 
to another in brotherly love, in honor preferring one another. 
The Lord make you increase and abound in love one toward ano- 
ther, and toward all men ; to the end he may stablish your heart 
unblamable in holiness.” 

This was also the favorite theme of John, the beloved disciple, 
that most affectionate of all the followers of Jesus. Doubtless 
you have all been struck with the numerousness of the exhorta- 
tions to love which abound in his epistles. And it is recorded of 
him in traditionary documents handed down through successive 
ages, that in the feebleness of advanced life he was carried to 
church when his public discourses were in keeping with the com- 
positions of his pen, being reduced to this one short sentence: 
“ Little children, love one another.” When asked why he repeat- 
ed this exhortation every Lord’s day, he replied, that “if Chris- 
tians could only be persuaded to love each other as brethren they 
would be sure to perform the other duties of religion.” 

Now were that good old apostle, who during the early period 
of his discipleship leaned so lovingly upon the bosom of his Mas- 
ter, and during his after years had such wonderful visions on the 
Isle of Patmos of the glories of the redeemed in Paradise, to ap- 
= on earth again, and enter our modern pulpits, would not 

arge numbers of the people get wearied with that sort of preach- 
ing, so much in favor of love? But remember, that the very 
essence of religion is love—love to God, and love to man. 

We read, it is true, of a certain disciple saying unto Christ, 
“ Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name ; and we for- 
bade him, because he followeth not us.” But the utterer of that 
language “ knew not what manner of spirit he was of.” How un- 
like the great apostle to the Gentiles, for he thus writes : “ Some 
preach Christ, even of envy, and some of contention, supposing to 
add affliction to my bonds ; what then? Christ is preached, and 
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I therein do rejoice, yea, I will rejoice.” The language of bigots of 
all ages in regard to him who belongs not to their particular par- 
ty has been, “ He followeth not us. Stand by thyself, for I am 
holier than thou! We are the people ; and wisdom shall die with 
us.” Christ’s words are a pointed rebuke to the indulgence of 
such atemper. “He that is not against us, is for us; and he that 
gathereth not with us scattereth abroad.” There are no neutrals 
in the holy warfare ; for, between the righteous and the wicked 
there cannot be any middle ground, any fence to climb upon, any 
“ hair-breadth line of suspended morality.” Reason and Scrip- 
ture combine in teaching that each individual is either on God’s 
side or on Satan’s: if on the side of the Lord, and engaged in 
“easting out devils,” then he should be fellowshipped, for if dis- 
fellowshipped, it is the Saviour himself who is maltreated in the 
person of a loved disciple, every disciple being the representative 
of his Master. 

Do you wish to ascertain whether a professor of religion, or a 
candidate for church-membership, be truly converted? You 
should enquire, not so much what he believes as to the secret de- 
crees of the Almighty ; the infallible perseverance of the saints ; 
the attainableness of entire sanctification in the present life ; or, 
the mode of water-baptism ; but does he love all who bear the 
image of Jesus? . You are authorized by the great Head of the 
church to bring his piety to this test. Here you may find the 
grand criterion and touch-stone of Christian character. For “ by 
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another.” “ He that loveth is born of God, and knoweth 
God.” ‘“ We know that we have passed from death unto life, be- 
cause we love the brethren.” 

While upon earth our Saviour prayed for his disciples, that 
“they all might be one even as he is one with the Father.” He 
would fain see among them that unity of counsel, feeling, purpose 
and action, which exists among the Persons of the Sacred Trini- 
ty. And near his life’s close he gave unto his followers a “ new 
commandment,” sometimes styled the eleventh commandment, that 
they “love one another.” This was to be their mark of distine- 
po the chief characteristic ; their peculiar badge of disciple- 
ship. 

2. The Example of the Early Christians. In the first age of the 
church there were no such sects as Lutherans, and Calvinists, and 
Wesleyans. Agreement in fundamentals was the only doctrinal 
unity then insisted on ; as Robert Hall expresses it, “ the door of 
the church was as wide as the door of heaven ;” while the united 
band of Christ’s disciples, assembled around the same famil 
board, by their actions declared, ‘“‘ We, being many, are one bread, 
and one body, for we are all partakers of that one bread.” Peter 
might think circumcision was necessary, and Paul count it of no 
value at all ; and yet both of them be good disciples, and entitled 
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to a seat at the sacramental table. They rejected all terms of 
fellowship which were not terms of vital union with Christ and 
everlasting salvation, admitting to the warm embraces of their 
love all with whom their Leader communed, the language of their 
hearts being, “The man who is good enough for Christ, is good 
enough for us!” 

It was undissembled brotherly love which invested the example 
of the early Christians with an omnipotence of moral power which 
the adversaries of the cross could neither gainsay nor resist. 
Surrounding observers admired the delightful spirit of unity and 
harmony then discernible in the bosom of the church, and were 
forced to exclaim, “See how these Christians love one another.” 
There is a meaning in the phrase “ Communion of Saints,” the 
height, and depth, and length, and breadth of which they in some 
measure comprehended and enjoyed. They had one head, even 
Jesus ; and one heart, a heart of love for all his followers. Would . 
that their “mantle of charity ” had fallen on more of their suc- 
cessors: Q for a revival of primitive and apostolic piety ! 

3. The Evils of Division. From the disastrous consequences 
attending disunion, I argue the desirableness and necessity of 
Christian union. Scarcely had the apostles ascended to heaven, 
and cast their glittering crowns at the feet of their Lord, before 
numerous schisms broke out in the church of God, sometimes oc- 
casioned by the heated partizanship of those who esteemed them- 
selves the most orthodox. And now, in the church universal, 
there are divisions and sub-divisions almost numberless. As ano- 
ther so truthfully yet sorrowfully says, “ Evangelic Christendom 

long been in the predicament of a country which has suffered 
from repeated shocks of an earthquake ; the different sects have 
long ‘ stood aloof, the scars remaining, like cliffs that have been 
rent asunder ;’ or if, perchance, they have come in contact it has 
too often been to ‘bite and devour one another.’ ” 

But “ is Christ divided?” and shall his people never be seen as 
“one” in answer to his intercessory prayer, so that the world 
may “believe” and be saved? Well might the immortal White- 
field, who was a Congregational Methodist, or rather, a Methodist 
Calvinist, exclaim, “ How do I long to see bigotry and party zeal 
taken away, and all the Lord’s servants more knit together.” 
“Thousands,” says Baxter, “have been drawn to Popery, and 
confirmed in it, by the divisions of Protestants.” When that man 
of God was questioned respecting his own views, he replied, “I 
am a Christian—a mere Christian—of no other religion,—my 
church is the Christian church ;” and, he added, with a sentiment 
worthy of the seraphic John, “ I should rather die a martyr to love, 
than any other article of the creed.” Amen, amen! my soul re- 
plies, “I should rather die a martyr to love than any other article 
of the Creed.” 

One of the reasons assigned for Julian’s apostasy, is, that when 
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he saw the dissensions of Christians, and their rancor against each 
other, he took refuge from their broils in the guilt of Paganism. 
The absence of union destroys that community of interest, and 
aeepety of feeling, which ought ever to distinguish the followers 
of Jesus ; it weakens their hands, and impedes their prayers ; it 
hardens the irreligious, and supplies infidels with objections; it 
prevents the impartial study of the Bible, and swells the ranks of 
scepticism ; it grieves away that tender Spirit which “like a 
peaceful dove flies from the realms of noise and strife ;” it retards 
the conquests of Christianity, and the renovation of the world. 
A want of union has long given Popery high vantage ground 
against Protestantism, has long paralyzed the very nerves of the 
church, and been consuming her best blood. 

“Sectarian light puts out Christian fire.” Yet, alas! how 
many there are who will do nothing for the enlightening of 
this dark world, unless, forsooth, the candle can be carried on 
their own candlestick ; nor labor side by ,side with any except 
those who do homage to the particular shiboleths of thejr favg- 
rite pet. Verily, this is “ putting a price on the Bread of Eter- 
nal Life, and throwing a bar across the entrance to a city of re- 
fuge!” O! it is enough to make one cry out, not with anger, or 
indignation, God forbid! but with pain, and sadness of heart, at 
the miserable narrowness of some of our Christians! Now, “ if 
all Christ’s disciples are hereafter to inhabit the same heaven, 
would not the principle of sectarian divisions, if admitted there, 
carry discord among those harmonious ranks, more than their 
heavenly hallelujahs, and grate upon the ears of angels and the 
Lamb ?’ 

4. Christians are engaged in the same cause. Their interests are 
identified together, whether conscious of it or not. They are 
united not only by all the elements which go to fraternize the an- 
gels above but a new element has been introduced by the redemp- 
tion of Christ. The great Law of Love, originally written on the 
heart of man, and subsequently proclaimed amid the thunders and 
lightnings of Sinai, was at length re-published on Mount Calva- 
ry. Or as one writer beautifully expresses it, the two tables of 
the Law were brought from the Jewish temple into the Christian 
church, that they might lean against the cross, and be sprinkled 
with its blood. Thus was anew central point of attraction estab- 
lished. Thus were Jew and Gentile placed on an equal footing 
by the common salvation of Christ ; for “ he is our peace who 
hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us, to make in himself of twain one new man, 
so making peace. Then they who were once afar off were forth- 
with welcomed as fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the house- 
hold of God.” 

The cross of Jesus, like the ark in the wilderness, is the grand 
centre around which his people are to rally and unite ; and it is 
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morally impossible for them to separate and withdraw from each 
other, in affection, without meanwhile retiring just that distance 
from the cross. Christians belong to the same family ; have 
been gathered into the same fold under one Shepherd ; are jour- 
neying in the same “strait and narrow path ;” and bound to 
the same celestial home. They are guided in their onward, up- 
ward march by the same Angel of the Covenant ; illumined by 
one divine light ; animated by similar glorious hopes ; and actu- 
ally baptized by one Spirit into one body. They are virtually 
one in principle, and entirely one in destiny. Christ, the hea- 
venly Bridegroom, has but one bride, fitly styled “ the Lamb’s 
wife,” the church universal. Surely here are reasons the strong- 
est for Christian unity and brotherly love. Surely the children 
of God stand in an endearing relationship to each other, and have 
peculiar claims on each other’s affections. If they, therefore, are 
found disputing and contending, well may we exclaim, “ Tell it 
not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon ; lest the Phi- 
listines rejoice and the uncircumcised triumph!” 

The sincere, though mistaken individual, he whose motives are 
pure, whose heart has been changed; and whose life is consistent, 
even while clinging to some errors, is loved more by the Lord, 
and should be by us, than he who is perfectly correct in theory 
while heterodox in practice. God tolerates such a man, then 
why should not we? Now, I am a Congregationalist, conscien- 
tiously adhering to the church of my fathers, and would fain do 
what in me lies for its upbuilding and enlargement. 


‘*Here my best friends, my kindred dwell, 
Here God, my Saviour, reigns.” 


Still let this right hand forget its cunning, this arm be palsied, 
and this tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I cease to cher- 
ish an abiding affection, not only for Congregationalists, but for 
Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, Episcopalians, and indeed for 
every real child of God. To all who sincerely love the common 
cause, and who are ready to live and die for Christ, I would say, 
Maintain your distinctive views, obey the voice of conscience as 
the voice of God, but while doing this, be willing to unite, heart 
and hand, with any man, or set of men, who bear the image and 
superscription of the Master you serve. What we want isa union 
of affection, an all-embracing love, which “ linking heart to heart, 
shall leave the judgment free, and out of the varying tones of 
many minds form one harmonious whole.” 

The far-famed Evangelical Alliance, the world’s Convention, of 
which we heard so much a few years ago, settled this one great 
fact, even if it accomplished no other good, that Christians, of all 
nations and denominations, may affectionately associate on a com- 
mon platform, feeling like a band of brothers in the faith and pa- 
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tience of Jesus ; that, so far as doctrinal differences are concern- 
ed, irrespective of other vexed questions, they create no insuper- 
able obstacles to Christian union. 

5. Union is Strength. It is one of the chief constituents of power 
in the physical and the moral world. When it was once demand- 
ed of an ancient why the city wherein he dwelt had no walls, he 
replied, “ The concord of the citizens is its strength.” 

he preparation-step to that powerful revival on the day of 
Pentecost was union, for we read of the disciples that “ they were 
all of one accord in one place.” The same union marked their 
subsequent efforts and success ; for it is recorded of the multitude 
who believed that they were of one heart and onesoul. And asim- 
ilar union has distinguished modern revivals. If such have been 
the consequences of union in a few isolated cases, on a small scale, 
what must be the stupendous and far-reaching moral results of 
one universal, holy alliance of the churches on the broad basis of 
my text, and the New Commandment of Christ? What must be 
its aggressive effects upon the kingdom of Satan, and its reflex in- 
fluences on the piety of the church ? 

While the enemies of truth are conspiring against the cause, 
doing all in their power to overthrow the church and the minis- 
try ; while they would fain see our houses of worship demolished ; 
the Sabbath, with all its hallowed associations, annihilated ; and 
the last vestige of religion banished from our world ; it certainly 
becomes the “ sacramental hosts of God’s elect,” to unite their 
numerous forces. How can the church expect to prevail against 
the marshalled battalions of the evil one, while distracted by in- 
ternal divisions, and rent, torn and mangled by her own suicidal 
hand? How can we look for the removal of intemperance, vice, 
and the whole family of abominations, while the church, which is 
the appointed instrumentality for the regeneration of mankind, 
is enfeebled by dissensions, many within her ranks warring with 
one another, instead of the common enemy? And how can we 
anticipate a succession of revivals, to usher in that glorious Re- 
vival of a thousand years, till the professed people of God are more 
united together ? 

Christians who adopt the motto: “Liberty and Fraternity ;” 
foremost in whose creeds and uppermost in whose hearts is the 
apostolic sentiment, “ Now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three, 
but the greatest of these is charity,” are the moral giants of the 
present age ; they are “the picked and mighty men of heaven’s 
own anointing, to stand in the front of the battles of the Lord 
Almighty, and achieve his victories in the earth ;” not because 
they understand more of the mysteries of philosophy and theol- 
ogy than others; nor because they have more intelligence, or 
pegs or talent, or wealth, or popularity than other men, but 
more of that genuine love which binds the soul to God and avails 
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itself of the resources of omnipotence, yea which binds the heart 
to Christ and through him to all his followers. 

The influence for good or evil, which each individual may ex- 
ert, is becoming more extensive and far-reaching as the inven- 
tions of genius multiply. Look, for a moment, at the power of 
steam subjugated and controlled by man. It is seating distant 
nations side by side and face to face ; and if upon every rail- 
road car and steamship could be written this truth, “ God hath 
made of one blood all nations ;” or this other truth, Christians 
should love each other ; and if every engine, with the great speech 
of its steam lungs, could tell men that they are brethren, would not 
peace and concord take the place of enmity ? 

Look also at the still more wonderfal phenomena connected 
with electricity. “Within a short period,” says one eloquent 
writer, “man has chained the very lightning of heaven, and 
brought it down, and made it administer to the transmission of 
human thought, insomuch that our ideas are now transmitted not 
only with the rapidity of lightning, but by lightning itself. 
Magic wires are stretching themselves in all directions over this 
globe of ours ; and when their mystic meshes shall at length have 
been perfected, our globe will be endowed with a sensitiveness 
which will render it impossible to touch it on any one point, and 
the touch not be felt from one end of the world to the other.” 

Thus, “two of the mightiest physical agencies in the universe 
have been subjected to human control. By one, man’s speed over 
land and sea has the swiftness of the eagle ; by the other, thought 
makes wire its pathway, and lightning its chariot.” And if 
the spirit of toleration, the principles of enlarged benevolence, 
and Christian activity would only keep pace with the genius of 
the age, and be commensurate with advantages now enjoyed, the 
world’s redemption might be speedily accomplished. O that our 
Jerusalem, like that of old, were “ builded as a city that is com- 
pact together.” So would it become “fair as the sun ; clear as 
the moon ; and terrible as an army with banners.” Rise, then, 
my brethren in the Lord, 


‘* And let ustno more revile or blame 
Each other, blamed enough elsewhere ; but strive 
In offices of love how we may lighten 
Each other's burden.” 


6. Union is promotive of happiness. It not merely constitutes 
strength, but it isa sure source of joy. If there be unanimity of 
feeling and harmony of effort, if the golden chain of sympathy 
link Christians together, while their souls are attuned to one con- 
cordant note, here are found peace and bliss in their highest per- 
fection. “If there be, therefore, any consolation in Christ, if any 
comfort of love, fulfil ye one another’s joy.” 

he church was intended, under @od, to be the channel of peace 
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to a troubled world. It was designed, “not to reflect from its 
bosom the tempestuous and angry sky of earthly strife, but the 
calm of a holier region, giving back to heaven its own image.” 
Christ, the Head of this church, “ inculcates the condescending 
offices of brotherly love, because he knows, that, like the liga- 
ments and arterial net-work of the human frame, the health and 
happiness of his body, the church, depends on their binding power 
and reciprocating influences. “ Behold,” says the royal Psalmist, 
“how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity.” 
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“Sure there is need of social intercourse, 
Benevolence, and peace, and mutual aid 
Between true Christians in a world like this.” 


When Jove sits enthroned in the human breast, reigning supreme 
without a rival, enjoyment, pure and deep, will legitimately fol- 
low, filling the sanctified soul with all the ecstacies of an undi- 
vided affection. Beautifully has the poet described it, when he 
says, 


“Sweet is the union true believers, feel’; 
Into one spirit they have drank ; the seal 

Of Christ is on their hearts; and thus they see 
In each the features of one family. 

If one is suffering, all the rest are sad ; 

If but the least is honored, all are glad. 

The grace of Jesus, which they all partake, 
Flows out in mutual kindness for his sake.” 


Verily we have peculiar reason for exultation while looking 
forward to the period approaching when the watchman on Jeru- 
salem’s sacred walls shall “ see eye to eye,” and the church united 
keep a jubilee of praise. Then “ mercy and truth shall meet toge- 
ther, righteousness and peace kiss each other.” Then the sacred- 
ness of the family tie, the loving kindredship of Christians, being 
universally felt and acknowledged, will exert a most precious and 
hallowed influence tending to attract earth upward to the em- 
braces of heaven ! 


“The day is coming fast. The church awakes 

And puts the garment on. How beautiful 

Upon the mountains are the feet of those 

Who preach the Gospel; and how sweet the song 
Ot the redeemed! Now, now it swells and breaks 
O’er all the earth; and rocks and mountains 

Catch the flying joy.” 


7. It is only by the exercise of that love, which is the substra- 
tum of union, one can resemble God and become imbued with the spi- 
rit of heaven. Love is the pyncipal element in God’s character, 
an essential ingredient of tiv divine nature. O listen ye to the 
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language which falls upon the ear, sweet as the music of Para- 
dise : “ Godis love! God is love!” How intimate and sacred 
must that union be of which the mysterious Trinity in unity is 
the heavenly Pattern! and how important that those who have 
been baptized into the three-fold name of Jehovah, should imitate 
the triune Deity ! 

Now itis expected that children resemble their parents. If we 
look among the sons and daughters of men, we cannot fail to no- 
tice that they bear a striking resemblance to their fathers and 
mothers, as to their features, habits, and modes of thinking. So, 
let me say it reverently, Christians should look like God, and their 
sympathies be in unison with his. Each adopted son and daughter, 
born of the Spirit, should bear his moral likeness, while the beat- 
ings, throbbings and pulsations of His great heart of love find a 
response in their own. And the more one loves God the more 
he will love all the ransomed people of God. Hence the strong 
affection cherished toward every denomination of Christians by 
the young convert, amid the warm emotions of a first love, and the 
dying saint, when on the borders of the Promised Land, and fast 
ripening for heaven. 

While we are exhorted to be strong in faith, and to abound in 
hope, we are called upon to be perfect in love. We are summoned 
by the celestial voices which speak to us from the pages of Reve- 
lation, to put on the shield of faith, and the helmet of hope, but 
above all, to put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. In not 
less than six of the epistles it is said that Love is the fulfilling of 
the law.. “ Why, a Christian is the child Love. The Bible is a 
book of Love. Jesus Christ is justifying Love. The Holy Ghost 
is sanctifying Love. God the Father is glorifying Love. 


** Yes, while adoring hosts proclaim, ' 
Love is his nature, Love bis name, 
My soul in rapture cries the same, 

God is love, God is love.” 


Unless we can limit the illimitable love of the Infinite One, and 
bound his boundless compassions, we can never confine the love of 
the truly pious to family or sect or country. It rejects such cir- 
cumscribed barriers. It overleaps all party lines, and geographi- 
cal boundaries, and artificial distinctions, and reaches its arms 
around the faithful everywhere. It freely and lovingly opens its 
large heart for the reception of saints and angels. It even enables 
its possessor to look a reconciled Father fully in the face, and em- 
brace him with all the affection of a dutiful child! 

Wonder not, then, that love is the foremost fruit of the Spirit, 
the end of the commandment, the fulfillment of the royal law, the 
crowning attribute of Christianity —that it is elevated upon the 
throne as the queen of graces. Wonder not that it is both the 








240 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


foundation and the top-stone of the spiritual edifice. This is the 
principle, simple yet sublime, which inflames seraphim, and pro- 
duces the enrapturing bliss of yonder world of glory. 


“Love, in an ever deepening tide, 
O’er all the plains above, 
Spreads, like a sea immensely wide ;— 
Toere all is joy and love,” 


Love, that love which is the basis of union, is heaven’s religion 
glowing brightly there to-day, the very element and atmosphere 
of Paradise. It makes the true church, militant and triumphant, 
a family circle, weaving its silken bond of brotherhood around the 
hearts of all, where angels can breathe with safety, and God him- 
self delights to dwell. O could we draw aside the curtain hiding 
the invisible world from our view, and catch a glimpse of that 
home of purity where differences are all forgotten, where party- 
lines are obliterated, and invidious names swallowed up in glory, 
methinks we might even now see the Presbyterian and Episcopa- 
lian perfectly united, the Methodist and Congregationalist em- 
bracing each other, and even John Calvin and John Wesley them- 
selves, with John the Baptist and John the Evangelist, walking 
arm in arm and communing sweetly together among the hills and 
dales of that better land. Even now, a Bow of Promise is span- 
ning the moral heavens, wherein all the different aspects of Evan- 
gelical truth are blending in harmonious union. The followers 
of Christ are beginning to join hands in one unbroken league. 
Fain would we believe that a desire for maintaining “ the unity of 
the spirit in the bonds of peace ” is destined to increase until the 
ushering in of the millennial morning ; until 


“ One song shall employ all lands ; 
The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks 
Shout to each other— « 
Till, nation after nation taught the strain, 
Earth rolls the rapturous hoganna round.” 


And ultimately earth’s redeemed population, out of every nation 
and denomination, shall be admitted into that one great temple 
“ whose worship is holiness, and whose creed is love.” 

My brethren, let us unitedly strive to see who shall most resem- 
ble, in life and in spirit, him after whose name we are called, that 
the rent fragments of Christ’s mystical garments may be woven 
again into a web of holiness and beauty. Let us go to the blessed 
waters of charity, and wash from our foreheads the word Sectarian, 
and inscribe there, in its stead, the precious name CurisT1an. Let 
us abjure all bigotry, and encircle in the arms of our affection every 
child of God. Though we may differ on minor points, we will not 
“ fall out by the way ;” there shall not be strife between us ; for, 
we are brethren. “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity.” 














